
European Commission

Food Reserves 

Potential in enhancing Food Security?

Wim Olthof

DG Development

Brussels, 1 June 2010



European Commission

Structure of the presentation

ü EC Communication on Food Security

ü Potential of Food Reserves

ü Experiences & Questions

ü Issues for exploration
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EC Food Security Communication
ü Consultation process - diverse views:

ü Generally negative on international/regional reserves; positive on 
local/national reserves to mitigate the effects of price crises

ü One reference to food reserves (section 2.4), in 
context of crisis prevention and management, in 
particular in relation to price volatility:

ü « The EU and its Member States should contribute to improved 
food market functioning at global, regional and national levels. This 
will include responding through market transparency (information 
on production, reserves, prices etc.), promoting storage, and 
local/national food reserves where appropriate and feasible »
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Potential of Food Reserves
Food availability crisis:

First line of defense - allows timely and speedy release of food, close to 
beneficiaries

Can be part of structural social safety net

Use of locally produced and acceptable food 

Food price crisis:

Can (temporarily) stabilise food prices on the market (in combination with 
other policies, e.g. fiscal)

Food production:

Additional market outlet (particularly after harvest), linked (over time) to 
poor consumers
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Experiences & Questions
Reserves work best to address food availability crises; 
and when close to crisis areas

Costly to maintain and operate (buying and storing 
food, timely rotation of stocks, avoidance of waste)

Reserve authorities to be guaranteed of adequate funding
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proximity to international markets.

Governance problems/political interference:

need for strict adherence to technical procedures; full transparency, 
accountability


